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Tutorial for Navigating the Interactive Version of  
the Atlas of Common Bean Production in Africa (2nd Edition) 
   
This tutorial is a reference tool to facilitate the use of the online Atlas as an information source for users 
interested in common bean production in Africa. 
Online Atlas available at: http://gisweb.ciat.cgiar.org/atlasbean/  
 
1. Content of Home Page 
Enable the <Do not show this splash screen again> option; CLICK on <accept> to disable the pop-up 
message with information about the online Atlas. Once this process is done, the basemap will be 
displayed. 
 
The Atlas of Common Bean Production in Africa, second edition, is an information source and reference 
containing key attributes for production, marketing, and use of beans in Africa. This online Atlas includes 
a selection of digital maps and data from the Atlas. You can see, consult, and download maps from nine 
categories. (1) Bean Production and Seed Systems in Africa, (2) Bean Use and Marketing, (3) Bean Grain 
Types and Varieties, (4) Climatic Constraints to Bean Production, (5) Soil Constraints to Bean Production, 
(6) Disease Constraints to Bean Production, (7) Insect Constraints to Bean Production, (8) Other Biotic 
Constraints to Bean Production, and (9) Bean Research and Development and Reference Maps. 




2. Navigation tools and others  
 
 
2.1. Navigation using the mouse 
With the mouse wheel, the user will be able to zoom in, zoom out, or move around the visualization map 
the App displays. 
 
2.2. Navigation on the map using the zoom buttons  
  To move the map in any direction, use the buttons to zoom in <+> and zoom out <->.  The <start 
button> is useful to reset the zoom and/or center the map. 





2.3. Other tools     
 Enable the Categories List.  The first step is selecting from the <Categories List> one (1) of the nine 
(9) categories shown. 
 Enable Layer List.  The second step is selecting from the <Layer List> a layer of your interest.  
 Basemap Gallery. The <Basemap Gallery> allows you to select a background map from the Gallery 
as a basemap from the application.  Explore the three (3) options displayed:     
 Help Tool. It contains brief help on how to navigate in the App. 
 
3. Adding Layers to the Map    
 
First step, select from the <Categories List> the category of your interest.  
If the <Categories List> is not displayed, enable the  icon.   
 
NOTE: By default, the App always enables the first information layer of the first category  <1. Bean 
Production and Seed…>.   
 




Second step.  Select from the <Layer List>   the layer of your interest.  To enable or disable a 
layer on the map, enable/disable such layer by CLICKING on the box (see figure).  
When you click on the box a blue tick will appear 
 
If the  <Layer List> is not displayed, use the   tool to enable the <Layer List> 
 
3.1. Layer Management 
Select a layer of your interest.  You will be able to:  
3.1.1.  Visualize the sub-menu to manage layers  
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3.1.2. Enable the legend for each layer 
 
 
   <Enable the Layer>, the user will be able to display the 
legend for the layer by CLICKING on the triangular symbol next to the tick box  . To disable the caption, 
CLICK again on the same triangular symbol next to the tick box  . 
 











3.2. Use of Pop-up Window 
CLICK on any part of the map to visualize the <Pop-up Window> of the selected layer. The user will be able to 
visualize a list of specific attributes. 
 
CLICK to close the table 
By CLICKING on a record in the table, 
the user will visualize the polygon on 
the map. By double CLICKING, a pop-up 
window appears.   
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